 
What to expect following the BCG vaccination – RCH Parent Handout. 
 
Adverse reactions to vaccines (also known as ‘vaccine side effects’) do sometimes occur.  The BCG vaccination is given just under the skin (into the ‘intradermal’ layer) of the left upper arm and is sometimes associated with common and rare 
side effects.  

This RCH parent handout provides information about side effects of the BCG vaccine as well as suggestions on minimising the risk. 
 
Signs and symptoms 
The usual expected reaction to BCG vaccination is redness and/or a small lump at the injection site, followed by a small ulcer (open sore) a few weeks later (usually less than 1 cm in diameter).  The ulcer may last from a few weeks to months before healing to a small flat scar. 

How to care for the vaccination site 
· Keep the site clean and dry
· If a sore develops, a gauze dressing is able to be applied
 
[bookmark: _GoBack] [image: ]

Rare complications following BCG vaccine 
· A large abscess (collection of pus) at the injection site 
· [image: ]Infection of the glands in the left armpit (‘axillary lymph nodes’) causing tenderness and swelling under the arm 
· ‘Keloid’ scarring (very noticeable scarring on the skin) 
· Severe immediate allergic reaction (very rare) 
 
When to seek medical advice 
· If you notice a severe reaction at the injection site, such as a large persistent discharging abscess 
· If you notice swelling or tenderness of the glands (‘lymph nodes’) in the left armpit 
· Treatment with antibiotics or antibiotic creams is not required or recommended
· It is not recommended to squeeze the site, perform needle aspiration or cut the site open. Swelling at the site will self-resolve. 
 
Whom to contact for advice 
· Your General Practitioner 
· The Victorian vaccine safety service SAEFVIC @ The Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne
o 	Tel: 1300 882 924 (PRESS OPTION 1) 
· Email: saefvic@mcri.edu.au  
· Web: https://www.saefvic.org.au 
image1.png
Lojout  References  Mailings  Review  View

= =
BDO= B 3 Bl @ #e
Cover Blank Page. | Toble. | Pictires Onlie Shapes SmartAt Chart Scesrshet

Page- Page Break Pictures  ~ -
Pages Tal

3 Wy Addeins

Page 1 of 1 ords [ Engish (Australia)

lustrations Add-ins Media Links

BCG RCH Parent Handout - Word

Q Tell me what you want to do.

w3 kD00l EEA4

. Wikipedia | Online ~ Hyperlink Bookmark Cross-  Comment Header Footer Page  Text Quick WordArt
Video reference ~ - Numberv Box+ Past -

i =
R Date uTime

lobject -

Comments Hear

" Footer

- g
= LN
What to expect following the BCG vaccination — \
RCH Parent Handout. TheRoyal
Hospital
Adverse reactions to vaccines (also known as ‘vaccine side effects’) do sometimes. Melbourne

occur. The BCG vaccination is given just under the skin (into the ‘intradermal
layer) of the left upper arm and is sometimes associated with common and rare

side effects. This RCH parent handout provides information about side effects of the BCG vaccine as well as
suggestions on minimising the risk

Signs and symptoms
The usual expected reaction to BCG vaccination is redness and/or a small lump at the injection site, followed

by a small ulcer (open sore) a few weeks later (usually less than 1 cm in diameter). The ulcer may last from
a few weeks to months before healing to a smallflat scar

Rare complications following BCG vaccine
+ Alarge abscess (collection of pus) at the injection site

+ Infection of the glands in the left armpit ( axillary lymph nodes’) causing tenderness and swelling
under the arm

+"Keloid'scarring (very noticeable scarring on the skin)
- Severe immediate allergic reaction (very rare)

When to seek medical advice
+ Ifyou notice a severe reaction at the injection site, such as a large persistent discharging abscess
+ Ifyou notice swelling or tenderness of the glands (lymph nodes') in the left armpit

Whom to contact for advice
+ Your General Practitioner

+ The Victorian vaccine safety service SAEFVIC @ The Royal Children's Hospital, Melbourne o
Tel: 1300 882 924 (PRESS OPTION 1)

o Email saefvic@meri.edu.au
o Web: hitps://www.saefvic.org.au
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What to expect after your child recieves the BCG vaccination

In 1-6 weeks, asmall, red bister may appear where the injection was given. This
should heal in afew weeks.

After 6-12 weeks,the blster may turm into a small, weeping sore If tis happens
cover the site with gauze to allow air to get i,

Do notuse sticking plasters.

'
The sore may take up to 3 months to >
el and may leave small sca Thsis o)

o, T

How to care for the vaccination site

~Kaap the sita clean and dry
Ifasore develops,cover the site with gauze to allow airto get n

Donot squeeze or
scratch thessite.

Donot put sticking
plaster over the site

Donot use oint-
ments,oils,or herbs
onthesite.

Donotrubor
massage thesite

fyou have any concems o need information about T8 or the BCG vaccine, please contact
Monash Immunsation on 9594 6320.

HParent Handoutpdf X () BCG-what-to-expec

What to expect after your child recieves the BCG vaccination

1n1-6 weeks, asmall red blster may appear where the injection was given. This

After 6-12 weeks, the bister may tum o a small, weeping sore.fthis happens,
cover the ite with gauze to allow ar to get in.

Donot use sticking plasters.

) -
The sore may take up to 3 months to
healand may leave  small scarThis fs: (0}
noml T

How to care for the vaccination site
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